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WESTERN MOVIES LIVE!

And the guns and gear are righteous.
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ike most everyone of

my generation, | grew

up on a near continu-
ous diet of TV and movie
Westerns. | miss them,
even though at an early
age | realized much of
Hollywood’s gun handling
and hasic firearm authen-
ticity was preposterous.

For instance, how many times were
movie gunfights shown as long, drawn
out affairs? In reality, the famous OK
Corral fight lasted about 30 seconds.
How many times have you leaned over
to your wife or girlfriend and whis-
pered, “That gun wasn’t even invented
until 20 years after this movie was
supposed to take place!”

Well brothers and sisters, there will
be a new Western movie appearing
soon and, although it is based on a
novel, it is as firearms authentic as the
people making it could get. The movie
is titled The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford,
and it closely follows the 1983 book

Brad Pitt is the ill-fated Jesse
James in Warner Bros.’ new
Western movie The

Assassination of Jesse James
by the Coward Robert Ford.

by Ron Hansen. While the story is a
fictionalized account of the latter
years of the famous outlaw’s life, the
firearms and leather gear used by
major and minor characters in the

story have been picked for their his-
torical authenticity.

Getting It Right

Recently I had the good fortune to
spend some time interviewing both the
movie’s propmaster, Dean Goodine, and
its armorer and “Jesse’s” firearm coach,
Thell Reed. Thell Reed may be remem-
bered by long-time firearms publication
readers as a stunningly fast quick-draw
competitor and exhibition shooter. His
firearms expertise has allowed him to go
on to serve as armorer for such films as
Tombstone, L.A. Confidential and the
newly filmed Flags of Our Fathers. Gun
magazine readers may not be so familiar
with Dean Goodine’s name but Western

Brad Pitt’s Jesse James used three revolvers in
the maovie (left). Two were USFA Peacemakers,
one with a 5%" barrel and the other a 75". The

third was an original S&W Schofield with 7"
barrel. The long revolvers were carried in Slim
Jim holsters butt forward for a reverse draw.
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moviegoers will recognize his influence.
He served as propmaster on Open Range
with Kevin Costner and Robert Duvall,
Crossfire Trail with Tom Selleck,
Unforgiven starring Clint Eastwood and
Legends of the Fall starring Brad Pitt.

Brad Pitt also stars in this new
Western as Jesse James. Sam Shepard
plays Jesse’s older brother Frank, with
Casey Affleck in the role of “the cow-
ard Bob Ford.” As with all of the
Western movies mentioned above, this
one was filmed on location in Canada,
too. Scenes were filmed in Calgary,
Fort Edmonton, and Canmore, where a
facsimile mining town was built on top
of a snowy mountain to resemble win-
tertime Creed, Colorado, where Bob
Ford met his violent end.

Dean Goodine told me a considerable
amount of effort was spent researching
the firearms aspects of this movie.
Although there could be some debate in
the details as with any historical event, he
said they settled on firearms most often
indicated as used by the primary charac-
ters in the story.

Brad Pitt as Jesse James uses three
different revolvers in the movie. Two
are .45 Colt Peacemakers, and the third
is a .45 S&W Model No. 3 Schofield.
The Peacemakers have 5" and 74" bar-
rel lengths and the Schofield’s is the
model’s standard 7".

Sam Shepard as Frank James carries a
brace of nickel-plated Remington Model
1875s, because such was surrendered by
him upon turning himself into Missouri
Governor Crittenden when offered
amnesty after Jesse’s death. These had the
standard 7%" barrel lengths.

Reed taught Pitt
about point shooting
single actions and
the actor progressed
to being able to
bounce tin cans and
empty shotgun shells
in that manner.

According to most research sources,
when fellow gang member Bob Ford
shot Jesse James in the back of the head
in his own home, he fired a Smith &
Wesson New Model No. 3 .44 Russian
and Casey Affleck (Ben Affleck’s
younger brother) uses such in the film.

As 1s common today, the men in the
secondary roles were given Uberti-
made replicas of the Colt SAA. Uberti
replicas also served for Frank James’
Model 1875 Remingtons.

Star Brad Pitt received the most inter-
esting sixguns. His two Peacemakers
were actually the excellent reproductions
made by the U.S. Firearms Mfg. Co. In
keeping with the watchword of authentic-
ity, they came with so-called “black-pow-
der frames” standard in the movie’s 1882-
1892 time frame and were of course in .45
Colt caliber.

Considerable effort went into arming
Bob Ford with an S&W New Model No.
3 .44 Russian. Since no true replica is
being produced, movie armorer Thell
Reed had to scare up a couple of original
S&Ws, and have them completely refur-
bished, mechanically and cosmetically.
Why two? Because in the movie world
every major prop is bought in twos. Then,
if one instrumental to a scene breaks dur-
ing filming, there is a backup so produc-
tion can continue. For Jesse James” S&W
Schofield, likewise an original one was
found and rebuilt to serve as the outlaw’s
second gun in his two-gun leather rig.
What about a second Schofield here? An
Uberti replica served as backup in case of
problems.

Dean Goodine related to me the grips
on the New Model No. 3 .44 Russian gave






