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everal years ago I coined a phrase that has become a

household word among dedicated connoisseurs of the

sixgun — that phrase was Perfect Packin’ Pistol. Reg-

ular readers of my articles and columns in American

Handgunner and GUNS know immediately what I

mean by a Packin’ Pistol, as I have written several
times on the search for it.

Here’s my definition of what a Packin’ Pistol should be:
“Packin’ Pistol (pack-in pis-tol): a revolver, normally a big
bore sixgun, relatively light in weight, having a barrel length
of not less than 4" nor more than 5", easy to holster, and
chambered in a caliber that can be depended upon to do any
job or task encountered. It may operate single action or
double action, and be chambered in any caliber from .32
Magnum to .500 Linebaugh, however most Packin’ Pistols
fall into the 44- 45 category.” (Taffin Unabridged Dictionary
of Big Bore Sixguns.)
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came up with a new phrase describing a special type of Perfect
Packin’ Pistol, namely the Beater Gun. My son had purchased
a pickup truck in excellent running condition, however it
showed plenty of use but not abuse on the outside. It had been
many years since that dreaded first scratch had appeared and
the bed reflected the carrying of many loads of different kinds.
My grandson labeled it the Beater Truck. It was dependable, it
would do any job asked, and one did not have to be careful
about placing any new scratches on its surface. Now it’s pos-
sible, thanks to Jim Finch (ak.a. Long Hunter), to purchase a
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few years ago United States
AFirean'ns (USFA) — without even

knowing it — added a Beater
Gun to their catalog. USFA started out in
the early 1990s importing Uberti parts
and then turned them into beautifully fin-
ished single actions. They have now pro-
gressed to the point of using all Amer-
ican-made parts to produce as fine a
Single Action Army as ever manufac-
tured by anyone at any time. But, to save
budget-minded shooters valuable dollars,
USFA introduced the Rodeo. Everything
about the Rodeo is the same as the rest of
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— Beater Gun style.
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the USFA lineup of except for the finish,
which is a matte blue over the entire
sixgun, resulting in a prime example of a
Beater Gun.

Jim Finch, who does custom gun-
smithing as Long Hunter Shooting
Supply, takes the Rodeo one step further
as the LHSS/USFA Rodeo. USFA ships
specially LH pre-fixed serial numbered
Rodeos directly to Jim, who then turns
them into Perfect Packin’ Pistols. Sev-
eral custom features are performed with
the result being a PPP selling for a retail
price of only $680. Finch’s Rodeos are
available in both .38 Special and .45
Colt and the choice of either a 4%" or
54" barrel. My PPP-BG is a 5%" 45
Colt, however the .38 Special version

would make an excellent Single Action-
style .38/44 Heavy Duty.

The Perfect Packin’ Pistol has several
attributes all designed to make it easier to
carry and use and also to shoot as accu-
rately as possible. Finch addresses the
fixed sights of the standard Rodeo
making them more usable by widening
the rear notch from .108" to .140" and
serrating the backside of the front sight.
The forcing cone is opened to 11
degrees, the square corners of the trigger
are radiused and polished, and the trigger
pull is set at a crisp creep-free three
pounds. To eliminate drag marks on the
sides of the hammer, it is relieved 007"
on each side and, if desired, is polished
and jeweled.
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